Commentary

PART I   Scene 1

Amy, Ivy, Violet (Agatha) Monchmey. A letter from Eliot
to Mrs. Geoffrey Faber, dated 21 Feb. 1938, evidently
answering a question as to where these names came from,
states :(my it dies)

'From a verse quoted by Browning:
'Ivy and Violet, what do you here
With blossom and shoot in the warm spring weather
Hiding the arms of Moncenci and Vere?'

Monchensey and Piper have this advantage, that
no such names are found in Burke's Peerage. But
there are five Dr. Warburtons in the Medical Direct-
ory, all in the country (though none has a Cambridge
M.D.) and I am rather worried by that/

Browning quotes this verse as an epigraph to introduce his
play Colombe's Birthday (1844); he is quoting from Sir
John Hanmer's Fra CipoUo and other poems (1889).
Browning spells the name Monchenci. It also occurs in the
anonymous Elizabethan comedy The Merry Devil of
Edmontm, published in 1608, probably known to Eliot.
The name is there spelt Mounchensey.

Benman enters to draw the curtains. She not only draws
them, she draws attention to them. The Eumenides will be
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